
Pre-Term (Summer) Reading
AP English 11 - Language and Composition

LFCC English Composition 111 and 112 (Dual Enrollment)
Instructor: Traci Mellor

Welcome to AP English 11! For this class, we will be reading and analyzing primarily nonfiction
texts, with American history and literature as a backdrop for our discussions. An objective of
this course is to explore what it means to be American and how authors have shaped
American identity. Another objective is to understand the art of rhetoric - how authors and
speakers craft their messages to affect readers and listeners. The pre-term reading
assignments below will set us on our way to fulfilling these objectives.

Nothing but reading for yourself can make the unique connection that you, the reader, will form
with the author and text. You will get out what you put in - I expect you to do the reading. I
encourage you to discuss these works with your family and friends to get their reactions and
insights. This will also make the reading more meaningful to you. Your written responses
should be your own honest work, not someone else’s analysis that you found online - I can tell
the difference.

Read, think, write, then we talk! Enjoy!

The Declaration of Independence

In addition to reading for understanding and summary, be sure to make note of the following.
(You may have to make inferences based on what you know about American history as well as
the document.)

1. What are the issue(s), problem(s), or situation(s) that prompted the authors to write the
Declaration of Independence?

2. Who is the primary audience for the Declaration of Independence? Who is/are the
secondary audience(s)?

3. What were the purposes (at least three) for writing the Declaration of Independence?

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

During the first week of school, we will have a series of discussions about this novel. Read and
make notes as you read. This may involve re-reading! Use the following themed questions to
guide your annotations. You may wish to use color-coded highlighters or sticky notes for the
different topics so you can find and refer back to specific excerpts that support the discussion
topic. You should be prepared to comment significantly on TWO of these topics, using the book
as support, in class. Close reading and note-taking is a must!



1. Pursuit of Happiness. What is the American Dream as depicted in the novel? Why do
Lennie and George want their own farm? Why does Curley’s wife want to be in the
movies? What does the novel imply about the possibilities of the American Dream
during the Great Depression?

2. Equality. How are humans valued by other humans in the novel? Does the narrator
seem to agree or disagree with the way that his characters assign value to each other?
Is the narrator making a comment on how people are valued in American society in
general?

3. Gender. How is Curley’s wife depicted by the narrator and by other characters? Does
the narrator seem to agree with other characters’ judgments about Curley’s wife? Is
there sexism in the overall depiction of Curley’s wife? (Why doesn’t she have a name,
by the way?)

4. Disability. A fairly high percentage of characters have physical or mental disabilities.
Who are they and how are they disabled? Why do you think Steinbeck included so
many disabilities?

Freakonomics by Steven D. Leavitt and Stephen J Dubner

This is a book that upends “conventional wisdom” and shows that things are often not as they
seem. This book will fascinate you and possibly upset you. As you read, journal your thoughts
and reactions to the book. When you’ve finished reading the book, choose one chapter that
was especially compelling to you. Respond to all of the following prompts for the chapter you
choose.

1. How do Levitt and Dubner craft their argument in your selected chapter (i.e., how do
they lay out their information)? How do they incorporate evidence, and what kind of
sources do they use?

2. Is their argument convincing? What information makes it so? What information weakens
their argument?

3. If you were to write an argument paper using information gathered from external
sources (as Levitt and Dubner did), how do you think you would need to go about that?
How would you gather information? What would you write about? How might you
present potentially controversial information in a manner that neither alienates your
reader nor weakens your argument?

NOTE: In addition to your written answers to the above questions for one chapter of
Freakonomics, you will also take a “Did you read?” QUIZ during the second or third week of
the term. The quiz will cover major concepts and examples from the entire book.


